[Chap 8 — More Commercial Stuff]

Operating WITHOUT a Minimum Equipment List: Ac91-67)

MEL RESTRICTIONS — Operators of SMALL rotorcraft, NONTURBINE POWERED small single and
multiengine airplanes [12,500 pounds or less], and other aircraft for which a MMEL has been developed,
may elect to operate WITH a MEL — OR — under the provisions of FAR § 91.213(d) [WITHOUT a MEL].
However, the latter option does not apply if the aircraft has an MEL approved under FAR Parts 121,
125, 129, or 135. For example, an owner has leased an aircraft to an air carrier operator, and the air carrier
operator has applied for and received an approved MEL for FAR Part 135 operations. Compliance with
such a MEL is mandatory, even during FAR Part 91 operations. If the operator wants to operate under
FAR § 91.213(d), the operator would have to surrender the MEL authorization.

DECISION PROCESS WHEN OPERATING WITHOUT a MEL:

Preflight inspection reveals an inoperative piece of equipment.

i} If the answer is YES, the aircraft is

Is the item required by 91.205 or any other Part 91 rule YES NOT airworthy and maintenance
(e.g., 91.107, 91.205, 91.207, 91.209, 91.211, 91.215, etc.)? or a Special Flight Permit is

required.
[NO! :
If you CANNOT accept the

If the item is required for certain conditions, but not other
conditions (day VFR only?), and you CAN accept the alrworthv and maintenance or a
limitations, then PROCEED to the NEXT STEP. Special F\I,ight Permit is required.

iL If the answer is YES, the aircraft is

limitations, then the aircraft is NOT

Is the item required by a Part 91 rule — and there is no way to~ = NOT airworthy and maintenance
operate without it? or a Special Flight Permit is
required.
NO
If the answer is YES, the aircraft is
Is the item REQUIRED in the aircraft EQUIPMENT LIST or NOT airworthy and maintenance
Kinds of Operation Equipment List? YES or a Special Flight Permit is
required.
NO
If the answer is YES, the aircraft is
Is the item REQUIRED by any Airworthiness Directive (AD) NOT airworthy and maintenance
to be operative? YES or a Special Flight Permit is
required.
NO

91.213(d)(3) requires that you

You got this far, and you still want to go fly... you [the pilot] either — REMOVE the inop item
or a mechanic must determine that the inop item does not | YES )and placard the cockpit control; or
constitute a hazard, and it is safe to operate without it. DEACTIVATE the item and

placard the cockpit control.

JL

If you decide to REMOVE an item, it will usually require an authorized mechanic to do the work. A
supplemental Weight & Balance report must be created and signed by the mechanic; and the equipment
list must be modified to reflect the removal. The temporary W&B and equipment list modification should be
kept in the Aircraft Flight Manual. If you decide to DEACTIVATE the item, you can just switch it off, or pull

and collar the circuit breaker. Placard the cockpit control “INOP” and record the maintenance as per 43.9.

EVERYTHING EXPLAINED for the Professional Pilot 321




