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Clearance Adherence
There I was…
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Clearance Adherence

•Know what you filed!
• Route
• Altitude
• ETE
• TAS

Also note takeoff time!

Filed Flight Plan
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Clearance Adherence
Resources

• 91.167 – 91.193 Instrument Flight Rules

Federal Aviation Regulations

• Chapter 4 – Air Traffic Control
• Chapter 5 – Air Traffic Procedures 

Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM)
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Clearance Adherence

Topic

FAA Flight Plan
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Clearance Adherence
Clearance Limit

Route

Altitude

Frequency (Dep.)

Transponder Squawk

Pre-Departure Clearance
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Pilot Responsibility upon Clearance Issuance
a. Record ATC Clearance (written) 
b. ATC Clearance/Instruction Readback

1. Include ID in all readbacks & acknowledgments
2. Readback in same sequence given
3. Don’t readback published altitudes unless stated by ATC
4. Taxi/departure/landing clearance should include runway

c. PIC responsibility to accept or refuse clearance issued!

Clearance Adherence
AIM 4-4-7

www.CaptainSchiff.com



Clearance Adherence

• DP or SID and transition must be restated (even if filed)
• STARs considered part of the filed flight plan
• Does not include altitude (must be stated or in SID)
• “Blah blah blah … then as filed”
• “As filed, except … blah blah blah”

Avoid making last-minute changes to flight plan. 
If you do … request a full-route clearance.
If you don’t request clarification, it will be assumed you understood.

“Cleared as Filed”
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Clearance Adherence

• Runway release time for traffic management program
• Must depart +/- 5 minutes of EDCT
• Usually for flow control into a busy airport (LAS during NBAA)

Expect Departure Clearance Time (EDCT)

www.CaptainSchiff.com



Clearance Adherence

• If practical obtain IFR clearance before departing when able.
• Clearance communication procedures in chart supplement.

Departing Uncontrolled Airport
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Clearance Adherence

• If not airborne by this time, clearance is expired.
• If not off by CVT … advise ATC within 30 minutes

• If you don’t:
• You’ll be overdue and S&R will be initiated.
• Other IFR traffic will be suspended

• If you depart after CVT – you may be in violation of 91.173.

Clearance Void Time

91.173 requires ATC 
clearance before operating 
IFR in controlled airspace.
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Clearance Adherence
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Clearance Adherence

a. PIC must not deviate from clearance. 
“IMMEDIATELY” means now. Climb/descent 
does not authorize deviation from route or 
other part of clearance.

AIM 4-4-10 Adherence to Clearance
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Clearance Adherence

b. When heading or turn assigned – you are 
expected to promptly initiate the turn, 
complete it, and maintain new heading unless 
given further instructions.
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Clearance Adherence

c. “AT PILOT’S DISCRETION” means you can 
begin the climb or descent when you wish to, 
at any rate, and level off at intermediate 
altitude.

BUT – once you vacate an altitude, you may not 
return to it.
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Clearance Adherence

d. If no, “AT PILOT’S DISCRETION” you must 
initiate climb/descent promptly. Use optimum 
rate for your aircraft until within 1,000’ of 
level off – then 500-1500 FPM.

Advise ATC if unable at least 500 FPM or if 
necessary, to level off (except 10,000’ MSL or 
2,500’ AFE for speed reduction.
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Clearance Adherence

e. “CROSS AT or ABOVE/BELOW” – beginning 
descent and the rate of climb/descent are 
your discretion. Only applies to that fix. 
Comply with crossing restriction. 

“AT PILOT’S DISCRETION” in any other clearance 
means how you execute it is optional.
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Clearance Adherence

Examples: 

“Cessna 1AB, descend and maintain six 
thousand.”
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Clearance Adherence

Examples: 

“Piper 2CD descend at pilot’s discretion, maintain 
six thousand.”
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Clearance Adherence

Examples: 

“Bonanza 3EF, cross SoCal VOR at or above eight 
thousand, descend and maintain six thousand.”
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Clearance Adherence

Examples: 

“TBM 4GH, cross SoCal VOR at six thousand, 
maintain six thousand.”
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Clearance Adherence

Examples: 

“Cirrus 5IJ, descend now to eight thousand, cross 
SoCal VOR at or below six thousand, descend and 
maintain four thousand.”
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Clearance Adherence

Examples: 

“Mooney 6KL descend now and maintain four 
thousand, pilot’s discretion after reaching eight 
thousand.”
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Clearance Adherence

f. If emergency authority is used to deviate from 
clearance, PIC must notify ATC ASAP. 

• Obtain amended clearance. 
• Make report within 48 hours, if requested by 

ATC.
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Adherence to Clearance

g. The last clearance has precedence over the 
previous one. Anything still applicable will be 
restated. If not, they’re cancelled – even 
SID/STAR altitude restrictions.
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Adherence to Clearance

i. “Expedite” is cancelled if issued another 
clearance and expedite clearance not 
restated.

Best rate climb/descent should be used without 
requiring exceptional change in aircraft handling 
characteristics. Normally, ATC gives reason.
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Clearance Adherence

If you’re on an IFR flight plan, ATC will separate 
you from VFR traffic _______
A. Always.
B. Never.
C. Time permitting.
Poll 2

See and Avoid
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Clearance Adherence

• “Fly heading ___, vectors to final”
• Set navigator for approach

• Vectors to final
• Activate leg
• Direct to?
• STAY IN HEADING MODE

• “Cleared for the Approach”
• Arm navigator for approach
• Don’t confuse with “cleared to intercept”
• Landing light on

Triggers
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Clearance Adherence
“Maintain Altitude until 
established…”

§91.175(i) Takeoff and Landing under IFR
When an approach clearance is received, maintain the last 
altitude assigned until the aircraft is established on a segment of 
a published route or instrument approach procedure unless a 
different altitude is assigned by ATC. 
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Clearance Adherence

• Blah blah blah blah Heading 300 
blah blah blah blah blah blah 
maintain 3,000’ until established, 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah Cleared for the ILS 
27 Approach blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah contact tower 
at DAFIX.

“Cleared for the Approach”
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Clearance Adherence

• Heading 300 maintain 3,000’ Cleared 
for the ILS 27 tower at DAFIX.

“Cleared for the Approach”
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Clearance Adherence

• Read the sentence below.
• Count the letter Fs in the sentence.
• Count once and do not go back and count them again.
• Remember this number.

How many Fs did you count? Launch POLL 2

An Exercise
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Clearance Adherence

• Read the sentence below.
• Count the letter Fs in the sentence.
• Count once and do not go back and count them again.
• Remember this number.

An Exercise

Answer: 6
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Clearance Adherence & Loss of Comm.
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Communications

• PIC must maintain a continuous watch (listen) on ATC frequency.
• Must report the following ASAP:

Time and altitude of passing reporting point (except under radar)
Unforecast weather conditions
Any other info relating to safety of flight.

§91.183 IFR Communications.
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Communications

• Equipment malfunction – navigation or communication. (FAR 
91.187)

• Intent to use afterburners during climb. (AIM 4-4-10.h)
• When vacating a previously assigned altitude. (AIM 5-3-3.a.1)
• Altitude change when VFR-On-Top. (AIM 5-3-3.a.1)

Mandatory Reports
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Communications

• Unable to climb/descend at least 500 FPM. (AIM 5-3-3.a.1)
• On missed approach.(AIM 5-3-3.a.1)
• TAS change greater than 5% or 10 kts (whichever is greater) 

than filed. (AIM 5-3-3.a.1)
• Time & altitude upon reaching a holding fix or clearance limit. 

(AIM 5-3-3.a.1)

Mandatory Reports
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Communications

• When leaving any assigned holding fix. (AIM 5-3-3.a.1)
• Any loss of navigational receiver capability. (AIM 5-3-3.a.1)
• Any information relating to the safety of flight. (AIM 5-3-

3.a.1)
• When not in radar contact:

• Leaving FAF inbound on approach.
• New ETA when 2 minutes off.

Mandatory Reports
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Communications

Under Construction
Link to Q & A on www.CaptainSchiff.com/Clearance

Climb/Descend Via
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Communications

On initial contact with new controller:
Assigned altitude preceded by:

“level” or “climbing/descending to”
Altitude leaving (nearest 100’)

If not in radar contact:
Present position
Altitude
ETE to next reporting point

Frequency Change AIM 5-3-1.b
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Communications

Controller - Pilot Data Link Communications:

• Text messaging between pilots & ATC
• Reduce communication time
• Improves re-routing
• Reduces communication errors

CPDLC
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Communications
A Tale of Two Vinnys

KOXR-FIM-VNY-KBUR
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Communications
A Tale of Two Vinnys

KOXR-FIM-VINNE-KBUR
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Communications

Important resource

Homework: Study this!

Bold terms:

Pilot-Controller Glossary
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Loss of Communications
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There I was…
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Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

Schiffs-Notes:
www.SchiffsNotes.com

FAR 91.185
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IFR Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

IF VMC:

Stay in VMC. Land VFR.

FAR 91.185
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IFR Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

IF IMC:

If VFR conditions cannot be maintained:
1. Route
2. Altitude
3. Leave Clearance Limit

FAR 91.185
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IFR Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

Route – In order of priority:

1. Last route assigned by ATC
2. Route ATC has advised to expect
3. Route filed in flight plan
4. If being vectored—direct to fix, route, or airway 

specified in the vector clearance

FAR 91.185

www.CaptainSchiff.com



IFR Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

Altitude – highest of following for segment 
being flown:

1. Altitude last assigned
2. MEA for the route segment
3. Altitude ATC said to expect

FAR 91.185
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IFR Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

Leave Clearance Limit:
1. If IAF, commence approach as close as possible to 

filed or amended ETA.
2. If not IAF, leave clearance limit at EFC time.
3. If no EFC time, leave cleave clearance limit 

immediately and proceed to an IAF and commence 
approach as close as possible to ETA.

FAR 91.185
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Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

1. Try another radio
2. Try alternate frequency (or 121.5)
3. Check speaker/headphones
4. Try different microphone
5. Check circuit breakers
6. Monitor navaids being used
7. Check audio panel (funny story…)

Cockpit Checks
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Loss of Two-Way Radio Communications

If loss of two-way communications confirmed:
1. Squawk 7600

Cockpit Checks
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ATC Zero

• https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/map/
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Clearance Adherence & Loss of Comm.

All documents and websites can be found here:

The end.
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www.CaptainSchiff.com/Clearance
For WINGS credit: Mention WP05103467 in an email to:

CapnMikeFAAST@gmail.com
(note: 2 “A”s in FAAST)

http://www.captainschiff.com/Clearance
mailto:CapnMikeFAAST@gmail.com
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